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OF THE 


Gola ot Weston, 


FOR 


THE YHAR HNDING 


March 15, 1865. 


BOSTON: 
J. M. HEWES, PRINTER, 65 CORNHILL. 
1865. 


OFFICERS 


OF 


THE TOWN OF WESTON, 
1865. 


Selectmen, 
ALONZO S. FISKE, INCREASE LEADBETTER, JR, 
HORACE HEWS. 


Overseers of Poor, 
ALONZO S. FISKE, MARSHALL CUTTING, 
EDWARD COBURN. 


——e 


School Committee, 
CALVIN H. TOPLIFF, 1 year, EDWIN HOBBS, 3 years, 
ISAAC COBURN, 2 years. 


nt 


; Library Committee, 
CALVIN H. TOPLIFF, NAHUM SMITH, 
JOHN COBURN. 


Assessors, 
ALONZO S. FISKE, ABIJAH COBURN, 
EDWIN HOBBS. 


Constables, 
GEORGE W. CUTTING, JR., - HORACE HEWS, 
FRANK W. BIGELOW. 


Town Clerk, 
GEORGE W. CUTTING, JR. 


—_—_—_—_- 


Treasurer and Collector, 


HORACE HEWS. 


4 OFFICERS OF THE TOWN OF WESTON. 


Librarian, 


JOHN COBURN. 


—— 


Library Treasurer, 


HORACE HEWS. 


Measurers of Wood, | 


GEORGE W. CUTTING, GEORGE GARFIELD, 


EDWIN HOBBS, WILLIAM H. FLOYD, 
HORATIO HEWS, ABIJAH COBURN, 
GEORGE W. DUNN, HORACE LEADBETTER. 


Highway Surveyors, 
[In Districts. ] 
No.1. NATHAN BARKER, No. 4. ALONZO S. FISKE, 
“« 2, EDWARD E. BROWN, “ 5. CHARLES A. WARREN, 
“ 3. GEORGE W. DUNN, “ 6. SAMUEL F. CLARK. 


Burial Ground Committee, 
EDWIN HOBBS, ISAAC COBURN, 
C. H. TOPLIFF, ALONZO S. FISKE, 
HORACE HEWS. 


Hield Drivers, 


G..W. CUTTING, JR., HENRY JENNISON, 
A. 8. FISKE, C. A. WARREN, 
F. W. BIGELOW, MANLY SEAVERNS. 


Hence Viewers, 
NATHAN BARKER, ALONZO S. FISKE, 
GEORGE W. CUTTING, JR. 


Surveyors of Lumber, 


GEORGE GARFIELD, DANIEL SMITH. 


Liquor Agent, 
JOEL UPHAM. 


Pound Keeper, 


HENRY L. BROWN. 


REPORT 


SELECTMEN OF WESTON. 


THE Selectmen of the town of Weston for the year ending 
March 6th, 1865, submit the following Report in regard to the 
financial interest of the town, and the estimated expenses of the 
ensuing year. 

It is gratifying to us to be able to state, that notwithstanding 
the enhanced prices which have prevailed the past year, by rea- 
son of the continuance of the war, and the numerous unexpected 
demands arising therefrom, our incidental expenses have been 
kept within the estimate made one year ago, and the appropria- 
tions therefor. But owing to repeated calls for men, and in ac- 
cordance with the vote of the town, the town debt has been 
increased by bounties paid to volunteers in the army and naval 
service of the United States. 3 ; 

In view of the still unsettled state and condition of affairs, no 
very reliable estimate, for the requirements of another year, can 
be made; we would recommend, Puke appropriations as 
follows, viz. :— 


"For schools, the same as last year, . $1,850 00 
‘“¢ highways, divided as last year, . 1,000 00 
‘¢ interest on town debt, . ; : 900 00 
<< support of poor, . : 600 00 


Amount carried forward, $4,850 00 
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Amount brought up, $4,850 00 


For repairs on town buildings, . : 200 00 

‘¢ incidental expenses, . : : 200 00 

‘¢ town officers, . : . 500 00 

‘¢ discount on taxes, ‘ 500 00 
‘“¢ contingencies and extinguishment of 

debt, : ; , 900 00 

‘“¢ bridges and extra repairs on roads, 200 00 

Total, : . ——— $6,850 00 


By the Act of the Legislature of last year, Stock in Incorpora- 
ted Companies is exempt from municipal taxation. The State 
assesses the tax and pays it into the Treasury of the town where 
the stock is held. The amount derived from this source the past 
year, was $1,537. Deducting from the above estimate $1,500, 
we have. left, $5,350. 

We would, therefore, recommend that for the current expenses 
of the town the ensuing year, there be raised by taxation, the 
sum of $5,350. Which would be for 


Schools, ‘ . ; : " ; ... 81,850 
Highways, . 4 : : 1,000 
Support of poor, interest, and ahd expenses, 2,500 


For the several items of expenditure the past year, and the 
exact state of our finances, we refer to the ‘Treasurer's Re- 
port. 

Respectfully submitted, 


ALONZO S. FISKE, Ch nslibah ite 
INCREASE LEADBETTER, JR., of 
HORACE HEWS, Weston. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 


ee 


THE Overseers of the Poor of Weston submit the following 
Report of Receipts and Expenditures for the support of the poor 
for the year ending March 6th, 1865. 


: RECEIPTS. 
For beef and calves, . é L 2 é . . $242 69 
egos and poultry, . : : : ; 62 13 


‘‘ hay and straw, . j i 2 : ‘ 291 48 
“ milk and butter, . . : : ; , 88 27 


‘¢ sundry articles, . ‘ : ‘ 22 20 
‘“¢ labor of Superintendent, and ae of farm, ‘ 58 27 
From Town Treasury, . : g ‘ : ; 122 11 
$1,487 15 

EXPENDITURES. 


Paid H. Wheeler, Superintendent, services one year, $250 00 
«¢ HE. Coburn, for meat, . ‘ : . d 116 97 


efor oxen,’ *’. : i : : : 140 00 
** for cows and Hiss) : 3 : : ; 132 00 
‘¢ for shoats, . <a ae ; ; Sa peer 42 00 
‘‘* for pasturing, . ; : , ‘ é 16 00 
“ for clothing and shoes, . ‘ : i j 53 21 


Amount carried forward, $750 18 
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Amount brought up, $750 18 

Paid for coal, . : : : 4 ‘ : 44 82 
“for labors. : ; : : . : 46 35 
‘¢ for manure, ; ‘, : : : 18 72 
‘“¢ for blacksmithing, ; ; ; om in 25 46 
‘¢ for wheelwright’s work, : . , ° 17 80 
‘¢ for cook stove and furniture,. . : . 41 57 
‘“‘ for groceries, ‘ ‘ ; , 228 50 
‘“* for seed-potatoes, and sundry Apa : . 48 82 
‘¢ Dr. Hunt, for medical services, . : 20 00 


*¢ Vermont Asylum, for expenses of Wm. Fiske, 181 00 
‘¢ Town of Saugus, for C. A. Hobbs, and family, 51 93 


‘© City of Boston, for assisting Maria A. Jones, 3 00 
‘¢ for assistance rendered Mrs. Wm. Harrington, 29 00 
‘¢ Overseers, for their services, _ ‘ . 30 00 

$1,487 15 


The whole number of inmates at the present time in the alms- 
house is six : 
Elias Patch, Thomas Farwell, Frank Bemis, 
Wm. Patch, Cooper Garfield, Ella Bemis. 
From whom but a trifling amount of labor can be realized. 
William Fiske remains at the Vermont Asylum for the Insane 
at Brattleboro’. 
The number assisted out of the Almshouse, the past year, is 
ten. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MARSHAL CUTTING, of 


ALONZO 8. FISKE, Overseers 
EDWARD COBURN, the Poor. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


_——* 


The undersigned, Treasurer of Weston, herewith submits his 
account of Receipts and Expenditures for the year ending this day. 


Horace Hews. 
Weston, Marou 15, 1865. 


——— 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance in the Treasury, March 15, 1864, sh ta : i 59 66 
Sundry persons, tax omitted, . : : : : : 12 62 
Joel Upham, Liquor Agent, . Unie : , : : 22 56 
Rent of Town Hall, Oe eae ae eC 39 50 
George W. Cutting, for weighing foes, : eae ‘ ‘ 17 34 
Burial lots, PTC . P ‘ 3 50 
Temporary loath? in anticipation ‘er taaee, 2 . 2,500 00 
Estate of Nathan Hagar, tor improvement of burial grounds, t 73 00 
Stats of Massachusetts, School Fund, : ‘ : ; ; 54. 97 
“ for recruiting services, . : : ; 175 00 
Md State aid refunded for 1862, : ‘ 16 00 
66 6c (7 6b (74 66 1863, : 961 68 
6 + Corporation tax, ‘“ 1864, : wl ooe is 
Isaac Coburn, for cement, ; ‘ . ‘ é A ‘ 1 00 
Lewis Jones, Executor, . : é ; “fat « P + pe FBO OG 
A. H. Fiske, Trustee, : ‘ : : ‘ d , . 1,000 00 
Temporary loan, , : : 500 00 
George W. Cutting, Jr., Town Clerk, for dog licenses, , sik e- g3265- 00 
Old stove pipe, : ; : - : 3 50 
Horace Hews, Collector, taxes, 1862, ; , i F ; 27 19 
< - fe 2 1883, ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ : 418 37 
s sd “ a 1864, ° . ‘ . o S477 73 
$17,157 41 

SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES. 
Public schools, ; : ‘ : i , : ! . $1,904 97 
Support of poor, . : ; : ; 3 ; : : 722 11 
Roads and bridges, . : : " ; : : : et 200 GG 
Repairs on town buildings, ; : ‘ Hai : ‘ 197 31 
State and County tax, . : ‘ : pales : . 8,546 65 
Loans and interest, 2 : ee i F ” 1” 3,678) 98 
Amount carried forward, $11,245 68 
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Amount brought up, 
Services of town officers, § : f 4 
Incidental expenses, 
Town scales, 
Burial grounds, 4 ; 3 
Volunteers and their families, ‘ i? 
Discount and abatements, ‘ 
Balance in the Treasury, . 


Irums of Expenditure under the several heads. 


FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
Paid School Committee, 
[For items of Expenditure, see Report of School Committee. ] 
FOR SUPPORT OF POOR. 
Paid to Overseers of Poor, 


[For items of Expenditure, see Report of Overseers of Poor.] 


FOR REPAIRS OF HIGHWAYS. 


Marshall L. Upham, District No. i; 
Edward E. Brown, + 2, 
Eli E. Bemis, ce HOG; 
Alonzo 8S. Fiske, 4 ane 
Frederick T. Bush, a ad, 
Samuel F. Clark, cs City 


$11,245 


. $1,904 


600 


$17,157 41 


97 


$722 


$1,032 95 


FOR BRIDGES AND EXTRA REPAIRS ON ROADS. 


Eli E. Bemis, for relaying culvert near house of John Lakin, 
I’. T. Bush, for planking Slack’s Bridge, 


Marshall. L. Upham, for pean culvert near house of John 


Derby, 
Alonzo 8S. Fiske, for breaking out roads, 


FOR REPAIRS ON TOWN BUILDINGS. 


Rebuilding chimney in school-house No. 2, 


Stove pipe in school-house No. 2, 


66 66 


Stove lining in 
Repairs on “school-houses, . 
Well in District No. 6, and repairs on schoolhouse, 


4 


School furniture, ; : : d ; " 
Paint and labor on Town-House, : ¢ : : ; 
Lumber for aN i 


Whitening and mason work on Town- House, 


Carpenter’ s work on 6 ‘“ 
> 


$65 
A 


00 
21 


00 
50 


71 


11 


FOR STATE AND COUNTY TAXES. 


State tax, Bt BS a PRI HR GE BNET eRe ho 
County tax, . eee us ‘Salemat asl PRA ae POON te ah ks 


a 


. $3,546 65 
FOR LOANS AND INTEREST. 


Laang.s*. : i eb ae : . : : ; . $2,800 00 
Interest, *. : F F é ‘ r ; ‘ ‘ : 873 00 


od 


$3,673 98 
FOR SERVICES OF TOWN OFFICERS. 


C; dae Topliff, for superintending schools, iis : -. $30 00 
Edwin Hobbs, “ Finite F ‘ ; 25 00 
Tsaac @ébura, sé “ “ 3 3 : : F 8 00 
Alonzo S. Fiske, Assessor, ; ; ; ; é ’ : 75 00 
Abijah Coburn, vs ‘ : : ; : : : 30 00 
Edwin Hobbs, ae : ‘ ; ‘ p 30 00 
Horace Hews, Collector and Treasurer, : J : ; - 150 00 
Alonzo S. Fiske, Selectman, P : : ; : ; 35 00 
Increase Leadbetter, Jr., “ ; d : i : : 30 00 
Horace Hews, “ ; ! : : aia i's 80 00 
John Coburn, Librarian, 4 % ; : , ; , 50 00 
Joel Upham, Liquor Agent, . ; ‘ 30 00 
George W. Cutting, Jr., Town Clerk, and for blanks, A iin BO" 61 
James E. Keyes, care of Town-Hall, and items furnished, é 21 70 
Geotes W, Cutting, dr.,.constable, .°  . % 1.0% 93 2 5 50 

$600 81 


FOR INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 
Printing Annual Reports, F 7 ‘ ; UNCATT Baht, $67 08 


School books, . . i F . é ; : 10 60 
Dr. Otis E. Hunt, for vaccination, i . : : : f 40 00 
Edwin Hobbs, items, as per bill, ee ns We pari « 27° 29 
Advertising and other aay. ie 2 rice Ba Ooi ek « 13 77 
Guide board, . : . ; ; ; , , F 2 00 
Report cards, ‘ ; ‘ ‘ : “ a : : A 50 
Stamps and stationery, . d : ‘ , 13 32 
License of Liquor Agent, and tax on same, (Seth DP Mase heyyy 24.17 
Town of Lincoln, for tax, : P , ‘ d ; . 12 65 
Labor and paint, . oe Ses aeKd site 6 76 
Theodore Jones, for returning deaths, & 1 Tet <a jee 1 00 
Books and sundry items for schools, ‘ ‘ : ite F 16 60 
Perambulating town lines, : , F : : ; F 15 00 
Wood for Town-House, and sawing, WATS ct ean he 20 73 


George W. Cutting & Son, billofitems, . . . . . 45 98 
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‘FOR TOWN SCALES. 
Fairbanks, Brown & Co., for hay-scales, . P ; . . $3804 00 


Benjamin Pope & Co., lumber and carting, . : . . 63 62 
Digging pit and grading around scales, __. ; ‘ ; : 65 37 
| 7 $432 99 


FOR BURIAL GROUNDS. 
Burial Ground Committee, ; ‘ ‘ : ; , . $126 35 


-FOR VOLUNTEERS AND THEIR FAMILIES. 


Bounties to volunteers, recruiting expenses, revision of roll, and 


special aid to families of volunteers, _.. : ; : . $3,107 35 
State aid, : ; . : : : ‘ , : : 656 76 
$3,764 11 

FOR DISCOUNTS. 
Discounts on taxes paid ‘Prior to Oct. 1, 1864, 0 hy ye RATS 08 
“Jans d, 1865, ° : . 43 94 
$456 97 


rot ABATEMENTS. 


Abatement of taxes, 1862,)) o.oo, ae $8 05 
eT ere 7 72 

«“ ee) ee ne 64 15 
$79 92 


CASH ASSETS. 


Balance in the Treasury, : : : : nig cies - $129 18 
Taxes uncollected, 1861, : F Wee 5 ; ‘ 4 76 
vf 1863, , 5 . } : } : 26 34 

me ees 1864, . ° ° ° . : . 416 18 
$576 41 


SCHEDULE OF TOWN DEBT. 


Henry A. Tucker, a i : ; ‘ ‘ : - $100 00 
Elizabeth J. Patch, . ; . : 3 i ; \ ‘ 100 00 


‘Weston Town Libraty, 4) 3-4 i oi a er 
Theodore Jones, Guardian, : ; i : ‘ 4 . 1,000 00 
Bonds of the Town, 4 : : ‘ ; Sake - 8,450 00 
A.H. Fiske, . em 


Lewis Jones, Executor, ‘ ; ; 4 ‘ : ; ; 4350 00 
Temporary ‘Loan, iat ee EO te) rr 


$17,200 00 
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PROPERTY OWNED BY THE TOWN. 


Town-House. 

Six School-houses. 

Almshouse and eighty acres of land, with stock and tools. 
Six ploughs and scrapers, for use of Highway Surveyors. 


VALUATION OF THE TOWN. 


Real Estate, Pr Meat ay SMC Me ay Vie CV er eRe SGP Es 451.0, 
Personal Estate, . . ‘ ; } P é pits Jae 335,033 


STATE, COUNTY AND TOWN TAX. 


Amount of Taxes assessed in 1864, . : - ° : - $8,893 91 
Rate per cent. $9.30 per Bt 000. 
pare ton Fe Pek Mae St SM shit ls ae aN Ne de 2 


AUDITOR'S REPORT. 


We, the subscribers, Selectmen of Weston, have examined the foregoing 
account, and find the same well vouched and rightly cast. 


ALONZO S. FISKE, Selectmen 
INCREASE LEADBETTER, JR. § of Weston. 


REPORT 


+ ON 


BURIAL GROUNDS. 


hb ie 

In 1853 an effort was made by the citizens of Weston to 
improve the several Burial Grounds in town, and about $450 was 
collected for this object; the larger part by a social gathering, 
held in Mr. Sibley’s grove, in the early autumn of the year, A 
Committee consisting of Edwin Hobbs, Nathan Hagar, Charles 
Johnson, Isaac Coburn, and William Hastings, was appointed to 
superintend the work. 

This, it is believed, was the first voluntary effort made by the 
citizens unitedly, for ornamenting and beautifying the graveyards. 
Committees were appointed in 1840 and in two or three of the 
succeeding years, to relay several of the walls, make some altera- 
tion in the boundaries, survey and furnish plans of the new yard, 
grade it, and erect stone posts at the corners of the lots. The 
final committee which rendered its report in 1843, asked leave to 
set out a few trees.‘ in that yard near Rev. Joseph Field’s, on 
the north end along the County road.” This privilege was 
granted, but to show the sense of the town in regard to having 
trees and shrubs in burying-grounds, the following vote was 
passed : 

‘© Voted, That no shrubs or trees of any kind be allowed to stand 
elsewhere in the yard; ”’ which vote was not rescinded till eleven 
years later. In the mean time public sentiment had experienced 
a complete revolution, for the first work of the Citizens Com- 
mittee was to supply abundantly the several grounds with various 
shade and ornamental trees. Several hundred were set out 
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immediately, and the owners of lots were encouraged to enclose 
them with hedges, or set out shrubbery around the graves of their 
friends. Some other work was done by the Committee, as 
cementing the walls, and righting up the head-stones, but the 
chief expenditure was for trees. A portion of the money was 
reserved to ensure by cultivation and enriching the soil, the 
_ growth of the trees planted, and to supply the place of any that 
should perish, and for several years this work was attended to; 
but for four or six years past nothing worth mentioning has been 
done, except by individuals, in the improvement of their own lots. 

In the settlement of the estate of Nathan Hager, who was 

treasurer of the burial ground fund, it appeared that between 
seventy and eighty dollars remained unexpended, and as vacancies 
had occurred in the Committee chosen in 1853, by death and 
removal, which rendered new appointments expedient, it was on 
the whole judged best that the Committee should be reorgan- 
ized ; that the town in its corporate capacity should assume con- 
trol of it. Accordingly an article was inserted in the warrant for 
the town meeting held in April last, providing for such action as 
the town might see fit to take. At this meeting the following 
votes were unanimously passed :— 

‘“¢ Voted, That the Treasurer be authorized ‘to receive any 
money that has been, or may be contributed for the special object 
of improving our Burial Grounds, and that he give a pledge to the 
person or persons donating money, that the same shall be ex- 
pended under direction of the ye for the object for which it was 
given, or returned to the donors.” * 

“« Voted, That a Committee of five be chosen to een 
the several Burial foheaied in town, and expend any money de- 
voted to that purpose.” 

“¢ Voted, That the Moderator of this meeting be chairman of 
that Committee, and that the Committee be filled by his appoint- 
ment.’’ Whereupon he announced the following, with himself, as 
the Committee,—C. H. Topliff, Horace Hews, Isaac Coburn, and 
Alonzo 8. Fiske. 

At a subsequent meeting, fifty dollars was appropriated for the 
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use of the Committee, in addition to anything given for this 
object. 

The Committee in rendering an account of the work under- 
taken by them the past year, would first call attention to the con- 
dition of the grounds when they commenced. The first con- 
sideration was not that of ornamenting and beautifying, but that 
of securing decent respect for the graves of the dead. The drive- 
ways were too narrow for carriages to make the turns without 
crossing the corners of the lots. Every individual owning a cor- 
ner lot, therefore, suffered an encroachment of four or six feet upon 
his lot, and in some instances the carriage wheels passed very ~ 
near, if not directly over the graves. From the same difficulty of 
making a turn in the driveway as laid out, carriages had been 
driven across an unoccupied lot, from one driveway to another. 
‘Brush briars and wild cherry trees, had been allowed to grow 
without interruption, and had sprung up very thickly by the walls, 
and over the unoccupied grounds, as well as around some of the 
graves. The South Burial Ground in particular, was fully half — 
covered over with bushes, presenting a very unsightly aspect. 

Having considered what needed to be done, and having obtained 
permission of the owners of lots to make such changes as seemed 
necessary, we have so improved the driveways as to enable car- 
riages driven with ordinary care, to pass over them without en- 
croaching upon any of the adjoining lots. We have widened sev- 
eral of them materially, where it could be done without injury to 
the lots, and at the corners where encroachment was inevitable, 
we have cut off a portion, and moved the bound stones back. We 
have opened two new driveways, reset about seventy-five corner 
bounds, and moved hedges and trees to new lines. We dug and 
cut up all the brush and briars and burned them, and graded 
and prepared for occupancy about twenty lots, and set out some 
thirty or forty trees. | 

Owing to the unusual dry summer and the difficulty of obtain- 
ing water, a number of the trees died, and some choice varieties. 
Individuals who cultivated shrubbery and flowers, experienced 
great difficulty in obtaining a supply of water. We were, there- 
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fore, induced to believe that we could in no better way aid and 
foster improvement, than to afford facilities to those who desired, 
in love and affection, to adorn the resting place of their friends. 
We found a lot in a central ‘location occupied with a single grave ; 
obtaining permission of the owner to remove this to another lot, 
we made a public lot of it, and dug a well for the purpose of hav- 
ing water convenient and abundant for use in the yard. 

We take great pleasure in noting the very much improved. 
appearance of the principal Burial Ground, within a few years, by. 
individual effort. Many of the lots show a most commendable 
and tasteful care on the part*of the owners. « 

While we have, we believe, judiciously expended the money 
placed at our disposal, we have done but a small part of the work 
that ought to be done, and a part of it should be done early in 
the Spring. If the town shall feel compelled to expend money 
sparingly during the present trying time, it will certainly most 
cheerfully. aid citizens and former residents in improving and 
ornamenting the places that are held sacred by us all. Shall we 
not hope that the work which remains to be done, will be prose- 
cuted by the liberality of such, together with an appropriation 
from the town the same as last year ? 

We think that there remain untaken, about fifty lots in the 
principal ground. 

We have received from the Town Treasury, $126.35, of which 
$73 was the balance from the Citizens’ Fund. 


We have paid for trees, Pete 4 $9 50 
“¢ materials for viell, E : : 11 09 
“6 labor, : : , ; 105 76 
Amount, $126 35 

EDWIN HOBBS, Lye S 
C. H. TOPLIEF, ic), Hate 

HORACE HEWS, “ait ia 

“ISAAC COBURN, | yf 


ALONZO S. FISKE, | | Burial Grounds. 


REPORE 


OF THE, 


RECRUITING COMMITTEE. 


—— bh ——_ 


Last fall, when it appeared that our labors were drawing 
towards a close, in order to exhibit to our fellow townsmen more 
fully than could be done at a citizens’ meeting, the result of the 
undertaking, and judging also that an.effort which had proved so 
successful was worthy of a more permanent record, a vote was 
passed requesting the Town Officers to publish with their report, 
the Report of the Treasurer of the Citizens’ Recruiting Fund. 

In connection with this report, we ask leave to give a succinct 
account of furnishing thus far our proportion of the soldiers for 
suppressing the rebellion. In the early part of the struggle 
volunteers freely offered themselves as fast as the Government was 
prepared to receive them, but in July, 1862, a call was issued for 
300,000 men. ‘To fill our quota, the town voted to pay a bounty 
of $200 to each volunteer. This action, though not strictly 
legal, was sanctioned by common consent, and afterwards con- 
firmed by the Legislature. In August following, 300,000 nine 
months’ men were called for, and the town voted to pay the same 
to fill this call. It cost the town to furnish her proportion of the 
men for these calls about $8,800. 
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A draft was ordered in July, 1853, by which to furnish 300,000 
men. Of the 82 drafted from Weston, but four were held to 
service, of whom one entered service, one paid $300 commuta- 
tion, and two furnished substitutes. 

In October following, the draft having furnished but few men, 
another call came for 300,000, and we were led to understand 
that if there should be resort to another draft, the former de- 
ficiency would be included. To aid volunteering and to equalize 
bounties over the State, a State bounty of $325 was offered, and 
municipalities were prohibited from paying anything additional. 

Observing how unequal the burdens of the war fell upon our 
citizens in case of draft, and believing that the only way of filling 
our quota speedily and avoiding a draft was to offer a Citizens’ 
Bounty, therefore a Citizens’ Meeting was called, and plans 
matured to raise by contribution, a sum equal to one-third of the 
‘town tax of 1862. The apportionment was made, and solicitors 
appointed in the several school districts. Otis E. Hunt was 
chosen Treasurer, and, at his instance, C. H. Topliff Auditor. 

A Recruiting Committee was chosen, which was directed to 
take immediate and active measures to obtain volunteers. The 
plan proved very efficient in all its arrangements; the people 
gave cheerfully for the object,—many much above their assess- 
ments, and the Recruiting Committee experienced little difficulty 
in obtaining as many men as were desired. 

In February, before the previous work was completed, another 
call was made, and in a month still another, amounting in the ag- 
gregate to 400,000 men, from which were to be deducted those 
held to service under the previous draft. To supply the men re- 
quired by these calls, it was decided that the solicitors should go 
over the ground again with an assessment half the former, and 
the Recruiting Committee was directed to go early into the mar- 
ket and secure the men before the price by competition should 
advance. ‘This prompt action secured the funds, and consequently 
the men at a moderate price. | 

In the early part of last summer, in anticipation of another 
requisition, we made arrangements for more men. ‘Towns had 
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received permission to pay $125 in addition to other bounties, 
but the price of volunteers was rapidly advancing. It was judged 
necessary to ask from the citizens another assessment equal to the 
last, that is, one-sixth of the tax of 1862, and also to appeal to the 
enrolled men for a per capita tax of $5 each. The Recruiting 
Committee was instructed to secure twelve men, which with the 
surplus standing to our credit, it was believed, would be our full 
share for a call of 500,000 men. 

By keeping ourselves ahead of each call with a small surplus of 
men for any exigency, and by securing a good share in the distri- 
bution of the Navy credits, we had more than men enough for the 
call of December last. We believe that at the Provost Marshal’s 
office there isa small balance in our favor, and $200 of the 
Citizens’ Fund in the Treasury. 

Since the Committee was chosen, we have paid a bounty to 47 
men, and have received credit for 54; calls have been issued for 
1,500,000 men, including naval credits and those held by the 
draft of 1863, and every man called for from Weston has been 
promptly furnished. ‘This very gratifying result has been attained 
by the hearty co-operation of all the people. Instances have 
been very few in which persons have withheld their full measure 
of support in this work; while no very weighty burden has 
fallen upon any individual or family, as certainly would have 
been the case if the 47 men had been obtained by repeated drafts. 

We have had a careful oversight of the enrollment, and have 
kept it purged of all names that did not properly belong upon it. 

Grateful for the generous manner in which the citizens have 
responded to our frequent appeals, we confidently believe that no 
further aid for this object will be needed. 


CALVIN H. TOPLIEF, 
OTIS E. HUNT, 


ALONZO S. FISKE, waeiton | 
EDWARD F. CHILDS, of’ Weston. 


EDWARD COBURN, 
INCREASE LEADBETTER, JR., 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Otis EL. Hunt, in account with the Citizens of Weston. 


Dr. 


By cash from three assessments, equal to $4 per 1,000 on the 
town valuation of 1862, and a per capita tax of $5 on each en- 


rolled man. 


District No 1, F : : : $1, 
Ps sine Da, : : ; ; ft, 
66 o 3. er 
6¢ 14 4, 
rT 5. 
74 | ce 6, 
By cash from Town Treasury, 
Total, 
| Cr. 
To cash for 47 recruits as per receipts, 
% recruiting, and sundry expenses, 


222 52 
904 00 
185 00 
595 O01 
945 00 
203 42 


« deposited with Town*Treasurer for future 


disposition, 


Total, 


$5104 95 
2.500 00 


$7,604 95 
$7,345 00 
59 95 


200 00 


$7,604 95 


I hereby certify that I have examined the Treasurer’s account . 
of money received of the Solicitors of the several Districts, and 
the receipts for all payments, and find his account well vouched 


and correctly cast. 


C. H. TOPLIFF, Auditor. 


REPORT 


OF 


THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


wee 


In submitting our Annual Report, which we purpose to make as_ 
brief as the interest with which we have been charged the past 
year will allow, we shall not make comments upon each of the 
several schools of the town. We shall content ourselves with re- 
_ferring to those things in the management and condition of the 
schools by which the people shall be able, co-operating with the 
teachers and the Committee, to give increased value to the ad- 
vantages which our children enjoy. 


The number of schools in the town is : . : T 
The whole number of teachers employed, ; RS! 
Length of each school, a fraction over. ; : 9 mo. 
Whole number of scholars, . : 2 “3 . 244 
Average attendance, . : . : 7,490 
Number under five years of aoe : : ; ; +t 
Number over fifteen years of age, .. . tv) he 
Number of persons between five and fifteen rents of 

age, May Ist, 1864, : ; 234 
Percentage of all the ohildtes within the acl ache 

ages, who attend school, is about ; ‘ Rae =) 


Amount of money granted for schools, : ; $1,850 00 
Received from the State School Fund, . ; : 54 9T 
Paid for instruction, . : 3 : ; . 1,698 00 

iain Te) 1 ; : : : ! : . 200 45 


“¢ care of school rooms, : : , : 62 50 
Wages per month of male teachers, : ; ; 60 00 
+ 4 of female teachers, é ‘ : 20 00 


Number of tardy marks during the year, 7 578 
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The largest number of scholars connected with a school any 
term in the year; the percentage of average attendance for the 
whole year, and the tardy marks belonging to each school, are as 
follows :-— 

High School, —- number, 56, av. attend. .91, tardy marks 57 
East Centre, No. wise ok 1 ine iA Ts ol % 91 
West Centre, << Hw Boy SE A hoe OE ae 125 
North West, * Fi cial Don eect wos +s 172 


SS id 


DS OTH Oo bo 
a 


North East, ‘ Be eee sia One a OL os dol 
ee DE DY HE 6 BS. - 23 
meanest 6, 8 23, FE BT, . 59 


Ira EH. Clark, connected with the South West School, is the 
only scholar that has neither been absent or tardy during the 
year. ‘The evil of tardiness, if we examine the reports of former 
years, 1s not, we judge, on the increase, but it has not decreased 
to that extent which we had good reason to expect, from the un- 
tiring effort of the teachers and the diligence of a large proportion 
of the scholars. It.has become a question of serious considera- 
tion, whether more effective measures ought not to be taken to 
reach the class of scholars who frequently interrupt the schools 
by entering ten or twenty minutes after the exercises have com- 
menced. Perhaps it may be advisable to publish the names of 
those who have been tardy above a certain number of times, in 
our Annual Reports. ‘The past year some scholars have had 
twenty-five and more tardy markseach. A few such do much evil. 

In regular attendance, the average is higher than last year by 
about four per cent.; still, there 1s room for very decided improve - 
ment in this respect. Scholars, while members of the schools,— 
not reckoning them as members if they were absent ten days or 
more uninteruptedly for that time,—have lostthe past year by 
absence, four or five thousand days of schooling ; and, of course, 
three or four times as many recitations; for they average more 
than four lessons each day, including reading, writing and spelling. 
Here, then, are at least 20,000 hindrances to the complete work 
of one single year’s instruction ; for no recitation can be complete 
unless all the members of the class are present to share in its 
benefit. We hope every parent, before he consents to the ab-— 
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sence of a child for any ordinary reason, will remember that the 
absence, even for one day, tends to produce confusion in the ex- 
ercises of the school, and is liable to affect the scholar’s standing 
in his class two or three days or more. 

We are prepared to report that the progress which the several 
schools have made in study, has been a full average of former 
years. The school year of 1863-4 was a very successful year 
in our schools; all the teachers were tried and devoted, and the ut- 
most harmony prevailed in every part of the town. ‘The progress 
has not been as uniform and rapid as in that year. During the 
past year we have, unfortunately, been subject to a great change 
of teachers. We have had more changes than we remember to 
have had for a long time in one year. We have had fourteen — 
teachers for seven schools. ‘The changes have been those over 
which we have had very little control,—sickness and the prospect 
of better pay, have been the chief causes. The teachers whose 
places we were called upon to fill, were quite successful in 
their schools, as a general thing, attached to their scholars and 
loved by them. It would be quite remarkable, if the loss of good 
teachers did not interrupt the progress of the schools, though — 
their places should be filled by those as good. But their places 
have been filled with strangers to the scholars, and with those who 
have not had large experience. | 

Before the former measure of prosperity could be reached in 
either of the schools where changes have been made, the teacher 
and scholars must become acquainted, and the teacher and pa- 
rents chiefly through the scholars. A mutual affection must 
spring up, new ways must be learned; for a new teacher implies 
a new administration in all the school arrangement. Then, too, 
an inexperienced teacher, if she ever becomes skilful, must learn 
her profession, more or less, by experiments, some, of course, 
must prove failures as it regards the benefit of the school but not 
as it regards the teacher. Making suitable allowances for these 
drawbacks, we feel confident that our schools have made all the 
progress that could have been expected. 

We are exceedingly gratified to know that the changes have 
not been attended by loss of interest on the part of scholars in 
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their studies, or loss of confidence on the part of parents in those 
teachers employed by the @ommittee. If our schools were sub- 
ject annually to such changes as the past year has witnessed, we 
certainly should insist on being released from the duties of our 
office. We are, therefore, more than ever impressed with the 
importance of selecting teachers with reference to permanency, 
and then,avhen the right teacher is in the right place, to retain 
her, if possible. It certainly is poor policy to suffer a change 
because another town, knowing the value of a good teacher, is wil- 
ling to offer better pay. tg 

Mr. Morrison, at the close of the Summer Term, having de- 
cided to go to California, much to our regret, resigned his place 
as teacher of the High School. After considerable effort, we se- 
cured Mr. E. H. Davis as his successor,—a recent graduate of 
‘Dartmouth College, and who had proved himself, by two or three 
years’ experience,’a successful teacher. Mr. Morrison was very 
popular, and justly so, with the scholars, always pleasant and 
social in the school-room and out of it; never harsh or severe ; it 
was, therefore, hardly to be expected that any other teacher 
would be Mr. Morrison. We are happy to believe, however, that 
after the present teacher and scholars become acquainted with 
each other, and come to understand that there was a unity of in- 
terest and aim, the measure of progress under the former teacher 
was fully realized. ‘The last examination was characterized by a 
degree of familiarity and thoroughness in study which we have 
never seen excelled at any time. 

- We have no new schemes to recommend, or experiments to 
suggest, by way of novelty ; but believe that with the devotion of 
our teachers, the sympathy and aid of parents, our schools will be 
as prosperous the coming year as they have ever been. 

It is hardly necessary to add, that for school purposes, as for 
family stores, a dollar goes but a little way. Fuel is nearly 
double its former price. Some advance in the appropriation for 
schools will be needed, if they are to be maintained as at present. 


CALVIN H. TOPLIFF, 
EDWIN HOBBS, 
f ISAAC COBURN, 


Sehool 
Committee. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 


Cicctns oaire 


The Committee submit the following Report :— 


Number of volumes purchased during the year, . j 56 
fun ae gh ae ONAL ik hg ‘ i : 19 
Number on shelves and ready for bieoaeen : oP 2250 
Whole number now in Library, . ‘ . 2500 
2 *“¢ of books taken out during the year, .  dbod71 


Donations of books have been made to the Library during the 
year by the Hon. Charles Sumner, Col. D. L. Lamson, Alpheus 
Morse, Esq., the family of the late Dr. J. Ware, Hon. Isaac 
Newton, and Hon. Geo. 8. Boutwell. 

The number of books added the past year is much smaller than 
‘usual, from the fact that our funds have been diminished while 
the price of books has nearly doubled. 

A great and pressing want is a suitable room for the bestowal of 
the books, and the comfort and accommodation of those who resort 
thither. The Library cannot accomplish what it should in its 
present contracted quarters. 

Hight years have passed away, and a new generation of read- 
ers has come up with its claims, since with some misgivings 
of its most earnest friends, and the openly expressed fears of 
others, in whose judgment the fullest confidence had always been 
reposed, the experiment of a Town Library was inaugurated. 

Those who had witnessed the failure of former efforts, could 
hardly be brought to feel confidence in the successful issue of 
another trial, although on the larger scale of a Free Public 
Library, to which add should have access without money and with- 
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out price. But now, with the experience of each succeeding 
year, we may truly congratulate ourselves on the success of our 
well meant endeavor. 

The constant addition of the best of the new ubFications which 
we are able to make, acts as a leaven, keeping up a continued 
interest, which otherwise, perhaps, might not be looked for. ‘The 
fact that nearly 6000 volumes were taken out during the. past 
year proves this, and is a guarantee of success in the future. 

NAHUM SMITH, 
Tabrary 
Committee. 


C. H. TOPLIFF, 
JOHN COBURN, 


—— 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARY TREASURER. 


The undersigned, ‘Treasurer of the Weston Town Library, here- 
with submits his account of Receipts and Expenditures for the year. 


. Horace Hews. 
Weston, Marcw 15, 1865. 


' Dr. 
~ Balance in the Treasury, : ; . $28 40 
Town of Weston, interest’ on Lipiey Fund, 2 : 78 00 
Received of Librarian, fines, : Ae a : 2 60 
$109 00 

Cr. 
Paid for paper, . 2 - : : - $8 45 
“rebinding Saclay ; : : : 2 = ao OD 


“¢ books, } ; ‘ j ‘ A 78 08 
Balance in Treasury, . : . ; : “ 3. 8T 


$109 00 


LIBRARY FUND. 
Town of Weston, “ Merriam Fund,”  . : . $1,000 00 
ool “Fiske Fund,” os : . 800 00 


ea 


| $1,300 00 
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ADDITIONS TO THE WESTON TOWN LIBRARY. 


AGRICULTURE. : 
Ten Acres Hnough, « T2m0y%, 6c30oi oie cece scsi stole lslslele vole nae wisteisiswiels wide tiem oivee ves Ueae 
The Illustrated Horse Doctor. EH. Mayhew. 8V0,..00...+es+00 + «suites eis enna sive OU 
The Practical Shepherd. , H. 8. Randall. /Sv0,. 3s. 0s s «seis ols ceed soe ee ene A eo! 
How to Get'a Farm. | W2nt0.. Sosa. ck cc oe slows ee seis» oes ey ek a0 pied eee een eae 2833 
Wet Days at Hdgewoon. Ht2m0, tiie iv eas lsiereis bee sted ebefeels on ee ants ice chime . ile seb eee 
The Grape ‘Culturist.” A."S- Fuller. "12Zm0,. 0.0. osc. 0c. eee k'scece «50 oie a en 2835 
Horse Management. BE. Mayhew, <SY0y0.c.. «s/s s«iss/eels isje sple sie tltuo cl ae tails enemnnaS eevee 2886 
Report of the Commissioners on Agriculture, 1868, ..........eeeceesenereeeees ee eee: 
BIOGRAPHY. 
Private Correspondence of Daniel Webster. 2 vols. 8Y0,.........s+05 «bis 9 alee bene EAI 4502-3 
Memoirs of Lieut. Gen. Scoth. 2 vols: L2m0). 5.00 sas ss kanes es sae eee eek en 4504-5 
Cousin Alice ; a Memoir,of A. B. Haven. 12m0,°. 0.0.4.0. .esnevescseeus eine aoa paras yee eee 
FICTION. 
Melbourne House. | 2 vols. 12m0,... 11.5005 seu «ss boule seu oes voles se emnen see «+ ¥8009-10 
Our Mutual Friend: “C2 Dickens) WAZmo. Fre 1. sie tis 001) cis sistas eee FAs k Ase Lee 8612 
The Small House at Arlington. A. Trollope. 8vo,..... or 0:6, 9ye bie e.9.0\ «aes falas te ae 3611 
The Trial; or More Links of the Daisy Chain. 12mo,.......... ies ae sie sie See eee 8608 
iEmilyiChester, el2mo. 2 .ec <ekec eee bie af Gaia elee iy 1c tie 5010 4.0 0 0 ele wie 0) 6iebs tetele ti gtmren eam 3607 
Excursions. H.D. Thoreau. W2Zm0,. 02... ence oo ws os + olen olieneieiais eits eleteetets niente nan 8614 
Lhe Maine WOOdSs. ¢ L2MO, skis siete cisleleciooinc Weiel. bis ecient R ciate siete dele olen okttele ge seein 8613 
John Godfrey’s Fortunes. 5B. Taylor. W2m0) 00. ies voce os ee ols sis pele ciieteln ne meena 3616 
Adrain; or Clouds on the Mind. 12mo,............... o'n/e! vais os -aieupne ele hals lace tes gts eee 3615 
The Queen of the County. 212m0, 05.) nas cnet steitiv nie oie Fels Wiele eka s ein +3 bie Sele hiner 3617 
The: Three'Scouts.’ J: Trowbridge. “12mo0,.....s..50.ssesscsutsuseenes ‘Sala sas sles Renee 3618 
Pique. LAMO, sos. 0.035 sjeleisla sie in se ie ele ec oe Me salle cu nie wlole's to (oles lehvials eileen tale eat tat manne 8606 
JUVENILE. 
The Tanner Boy. | LGM 04.9 ie. 'sia oc ols le oc. ub 0 015.60 \0\0!¥ie 0b is ons (a lets olerel sie! olere ate ehstaetet naan 2294 
The Adventures of Rob Koy. J. Grant. 16m0,.. 22:2... ssp ses a siete en ene 2295 
The Danish Story Book. H.C. Anderson. “D6m0,. 20. . Ji\cctes ss ce cele anette ate 2296 
The Old Hag’. | LGm0,.% 0.4. ae vs 0 ces oo sisuleleie's wie lololale © ewe eh vie tales ielai tha tea er 2297 
Gascoyne; the Sandal Wood Trader, R.M. Ballantyne. 16mo,............ at GVO 2298 
The Ocean Waifs. M. Reid. ,16mo,....... Shei Rivet yets 6a ee Se ir. ee oe 2299 
The Angel Unawares. M. Howitt. 16m0,.....s0s.se00cecsqueone 5 oh He one ots sie ite 2303 
Romantic Belinda. Mrs. Tuthill.  16mi0, 23. os... so adioe'e soles ale ouetete tient inne Rineaien teen 2300 
Williard Prime. “16m0,. 0... bse. s secs eins ees seid se sleiys + emit en it ee 2301 
The Young Foresters. W.H.G. Kingston. 16mo,........ Bata Pete a. SAN AAS Go. 2802 
The Martyrs of Spain. 16mo,......... Pore i oe j ele Heo 
The Pigeon Pie., Miss Yonge, 1Gmi0, 5%'05)..2.. 64). 5 sss sees ore alstere fete etal aeenennteta eens en 2305 
Prank’s Campaign. IGmi0,-\64. ¢%clis ses «ceo «o's 016 «61s \e\e) 0 oj ayalte ate es eis istennts tals tetstet ste nn 2306 
Life In. the Wo0ds., 16m0, ica. ik coe 05h «105 vob see tue Ce eM nna ene eee 2309 
The Soldier Boy. « W. T: Adams. 16mo,.. 05... a»>s as esis See aiee ee ne nie <aigiee, Seale 
The Sailor Boy. 2 rf 16M0, «05 oa ps Sake ea Bee eae PE 2312 
Watch and Wait. “ J AGI, «is os &0\/9:aeis aligns ee rere aeiiteuele's ones ja ete oe 2311 
Anecdotes in Natural History. F.0O. Morris. 16m0,........0..0..sseeseees veneers cae 2307 
: HISTORY. 
The Seige of Boston. R. Frothingham. 810, ..:.ss.+.00ss0+>0 00s. +s sme 3869 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Letters of Ada Parker. 12m0,.....00005s0sce0ees epegecacs bos eb s\4 5.05 400s Rt 1582 
Dissertations and Discussions. J.S. Smith. 8 vols. 12mo0,............005 Syusehugte ha 1583-5 
A.New Atmosphere. Gail’ Hamilton: »12m0cci64 is ov s's dees ooo sels 0 cise eta een .. 1586 
Ehana.!)C. Lambs L2m0, & ..: sie ci wane e siete dialee eee testy ce thle sly ss «se 6 sips 1587 
Hife Dessons. wl 2m0 25.) 5 + ssi ele ole Vee Ene Ma oS tte cher («Ce eeignen oes 6h) uty 1588 
Familiar Letters from Europe. “0. 0. Felton. “22m, (0.0. 0... s.'s see ee enone ey wentn aie 1589 
House and Home Papers. Mrs. H. B. Stowe md2mo,oc...54 «+... . on Genel nine 1591 
AUtUIIN LOUGRYS. 4 aLemO Rain .lee nige emcee tenon Me Nedoh ts cues 5'o 1's et ne vied) BO! 
Pictures of Europe, Framed in Ideas. ©. A. Bartol. 12mo, ............0000% ns bao 1590 
POETRY. 

Bitter Sweet. J. :G. Holand. L2m0, oii 52)i's ase ape vip en vs se ove a's 65ers 4005 
Hnoch Arden. 12m0,.5 Seyi seat ssk sca bl sgieyie ve pile bess 's 0.0 5ics'ele «cn 6 mien 4006 
TRAVELS. 

Fireside-“Lravels; #9.2oR. LOWELL AIO yc )k es oils o 9 cok 0:4 + 9's, 05/0 00's 8 acne ote PRA ic 772 
The Adirondack. J.T’. Headley. 912m0, 2... vue use onde cece oss 00m se 773 

A'Visit'to' Ching. —-Mirs ID. Willig oreo vc ie neice > ces cue + «6p nln +» OiRnN eis nan 
Explorations in Search of the Sources of the Nile. Capt. John Speke. 8yo0,............ 771 
The White Hills. I’. Starry Kime Syoss ee. oak asic vias o's's 0 + aa a cles 6 sitet ers 3.0 gee 


AiNew Homie’; Who'll Follow: T2m0,, ., 02:00 005 o> s00000/en bs 0s agen 775 
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